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MESSAGE FROM DANA GRIFFIN-GRAVES 
Dear Friends,

After 17 years of trying to have a baby with my husband, we
had just about given up. Once I got news from my doctors that
I was pregnant, I was certain of one thing, I would not give up
on my child. The road ahead would be filled with adversity and
difficult times. We welcomed Kaleb, also known as “Baby
Buns,” into the world at only 23 weeks. He still has challenges,
but every day I am thankful and encouraged. Today, Kaleb is 2
years old. Our struggles and our journey continue. I chose to
share my journey with the world. Along the way, I found others
with similar stories and a desire to support families experiencing
the many trials of having a baby prematurely.

Baby Buns for Life Network’s vision is to inspire, educate, and provide 
support to families of preemie babies. Since its founding only two years 
ago, the organization has done just that through its Blessing bags 
program, Baby Bun Buddies program, the Miracle of Life Dinner, and 
outreach via its social media pages. To date, we have helped over 400 
families. In 2017, our organization increased its reach as we launched 
our ambassador program, Baby Buns Buddies. We have now helped 
families in Texas and Virginia. This is major milestone for us as we one 
day plan to have a national network aiding families of preemie babies 
from coast to coast. Another accomplishment for us was the success of 
our first fundraising event. We raised money and awareness about our 
cause. When Hurricane Harvey devastated the Gulf region of the country, 
Baby Buns for Life Network partnered with the local food bank and a local 
church to fill the trailer of an 18 wheeler with supplies for victims. We 
stayed true to our mission and sent cases of baby formula, bottled
water, and baby wipes. 2017 was filled with firsts as we are a young 
organization. We are looking toward 2018 with great passion and 
excitement. Baby Buns for Life Network is just getting started.

Thank you!

Dana Griffin-Graves,



FOUNDER AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Dana Griffin-Graves and Arkell Graves 



EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP 

Melanie Griffin-Hamlin 

Secretary 

Crystal Suber 

Treasurer 

Rachel Robinson 

Board Member 

Pia Coleman 

Board Member 

Tanya Satterwhite 

Board Member 

Michael Coleman 

Webmaster 

Tedra Baskerville 

Board Member 

Brenda White Jordan 

Board Member 

Rev. Rebecca Griffin 

Board Member 
DeAndrea Chavis 

Webmaster  



TO EDUCATE, INSPIRE AND PROVIDE SUPPORT 
TO THE FAMILIES OF PREMATURE BABIES. 
EVERY PARENT OF CHILDREN BORN PREMATU
RELY WILL SEE THEIR KIDS GROW INTO HEALT
H, HAPPY BOYS AND GIRLS.

BABY BUNS 4  LIFE NETWORK 
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PROGRAMS 
Miracle of Life Dinner 
▸  The Miracle of Life Dinner is our premier program. We provide a delicious 

hot meal to all of the families with a baby in the Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit of a hospital. These parents often spend most of their days and nights 
at their child’s bedside, leaving their food options limited to those provided 
at the hospital. We bring the dinner into the hospital and serve them. Our 
dinner is a way of letting them know we understand what they are going 
through and an opportunity for us to interact and encourage them. 

Baby Buns Blessings Bags 

The organization prepares “Baby Buns Blessing Bags” for each 
family with a child in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. The bags are 
filled with things Dana, our founder, found useful when visiting 
Kaleb at the hospital. A typical blessing bag contains an 
introductory letter from our founder, an inspirational book, an 
educational magazine, a toy for baby, spill-proof cup, a gift card to 
the hospital’s gift shop, resources for preemie parents, a journal, 
and lots of snacks. The bags are stuffed by volunteers, mainly youth 
from the community. We are proud to offer opportunities for young 
people to get involved with our organization. 



PROGRAMS CONTINUED… 
Kaleb’s Korner 

Kaleb’s Korner is a program to continue offering 
encouragement to preemie families. Our organization 
regularly revisits the NICU at area hospitals to stock its 
lounge with a variety of snacks and drinks. The parents 
appreciate our ongoing support and we are told “it’s nice 
to know that someone is thinking of them.” A placard next 
to the snacks let them know the goodies are donated by 
Baby Buns for Life Network. 

Baby Buns Buddies, Ambassadors for Life  

This program was born to provide an opportunity for 
people to get involved with our organization and support 
our mission. A Baby Bun Buddy acts as an ambassador for 
our cause. They help to spread awareness and promote 
outreach. 



PROGRAM IMPACT 

Over the last three years, Baby Buns for Life Network 
showed their support for the families of preemie babies 
through its programs and outreach. BB4LN was there for 
the parents, nurses, and staff that care for preemies every 
day. Since 2016, the organization has visited the NICU at 
VCU Health, Chippenham Medical Center and Southside 
Regional Medical Center offering love, support, and much 
needed inspiration to parents that are often fearful of the 
road ahead. When we visit, hope is strengthened, faith is 
renewed, spirits are uplifted, and bellies are full. Baby 
Buns For Life Network has provided over 100 Blessing 
Bags and served over 300 Meals.Donated a Keurig coffee 
machine to the lounge and continually stocked the sitting 
area with free snacks, drinks, and reading materials.

Last year, Baby Buns For Life Network visited the 
pediatric NICU ward in San Juan, Puerto Rico to deliver 
BabyBuns blessing bags and delivered 20+ car seats to 
parents. We also donated bags for the Dell Children’s 
Hospital in Texas. This organization jumps at the 
opportunity to help new mommies as we strive to 
increase awareness, educate, and inspire them.



WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO? 
Every year nearly 10% of all births are premature. Of these premature births, 8% are at 
low birth weight. This increases the likelihood of lifelong disabilities for the children. 

The pre-term rate is nearly 
double for Black women 
than all other women. 

Parents of preemie 
babies miss lots of 
time from work which, 
along with increased 
medical bills, can 
pose a financial strain 
on the family. 

Studies found that the 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit is 
a stressful place for both 
Mothers and Fathers! 
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Baby Buns for Life Network, Inc. has raised nearly $5,700 from donations. Every dollar was used to provide programs and services in line with the Mission and Vision of the organization. 
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D o n a t i n g  i s  e a s y .  J u s t  g o  t o  o u r  w e b s i t e , 
www.babybunsforlifenetwork.org and click on the “contribute” tab. 
Corporations can support us via Causes.Benevity.org. If your 
company is on Benevity, they will match your donation. When 
shopping online at Amazon, please go to their Smile.Amazon.com 
page and select Baby Buns For Life Network. In doing this, every 
time you make a purchase on Amazon, you are also supporting our 
nonprofit. We also accept checks. Mail your check to Baby Buns for 
Life Network, P. O. Box 2843, Petersburg, VA 23804. We are a 501 
© 3 tax exempt organization. Donations are tax deductible. 



We appreciate you all. Here we 
feature just a few of our many 
financial supporters. Special 
Thanks to our Community 
Partners: Walmart of Petersburg, 
CallRNs, Genius Montessori 
Academy, VCU Health Systems, 
WaWa of Colonial Heights, 
Traditionz, Scents2Bless, One 
Main Financial, Zion Apostolic 
Temple, Angels with Heart 
Foundation, Petersburg Art 
League, Channel 8 News, 
Amazon Smile, and Benevity! 


